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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Principal’s Message 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter.  
 
GA PJ Day 
Don’t forget that this Thursday will be the Annual GA PJ Day. I can’t think of a better way to stay warm on these cold days and 
to also be raising funds for a great cause!  
 
APRE Review 
Thanks to all of the parents who either completed surveys or participated in the focus group last week for Shandel’s Review. 
Your support is very much appreciated! 
 
Brisbane Catholic Education Listens Surveys 
 
One of the ways we can continually improve as a school is to seek regular feedback from our community. 
 
Next term, we will be launching the Brisbane Catholic Education Listens suite of surveys and asking our parents and carers, our 
students and our staff what they think of Guardian Angels. 
 
As partners in your child's education, what you think of our school matters. We’re calling these surveys 'listening surveys' 
because we want to hear from as many in our community as possible. Our goal is to ensure we continually improve our efforts 
to provide an enriching Catholic education for every student in our care. 
 
All surveys will be confidential. Parents/carers and staff will have a month long window to complete the survey (from 20 July to 
20 August) and teachers will be allocating a small amount of class time (we estimate about one half hour session) at an 
appropriate time in the first few weeks of Term 3 for our students from Years 4-6. 
 
Positive Partnerships Workshop – Mark the Date! 
Parent - Carer Workshop at Guardian Angels on Monday 27 August, 2018. This FREE 3 hour workshop is a professional 
learning opportunity suitable for parents, full time carers and grandparents of young people on the autism spectrum. Like all 
school-aged students, young people on the autism spectrum benefit from strong, positive relationships between home and 
school. Along with the professional learning component for teachers, the Parent-Carer Workshop aims to improve the 
educational outcomes for students on the autism spectrum.  
Workshop Details:  
• Monday 27 August, 2018 
• Program begins at 8:45am and finishes at 12:00noon • Cost: Free 
• Morning Tea provided 
 If you are interested please submit an expression of interest via email/telephone call to the school office. 
 
Semester Reporting 
The interview process for the end of Semester One has started. The emphasis for the end of Semester One reporting is the 
interview, so I encourage all families to make a time for this. Thanks to those who have already come or booked in. 
Please be aware that it is important for parents to download your child’s report from the parent portal each semester as they only 
remain available up until the end of the following year, i.e. the 2017 reports will be available until the end of this year and the 
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2018 reports will be available until the end of next year. It is even more important to down load the reports if you are leaving 
GA and going to another school that is not part of the BCE system. 
 
Staff News 
Lee-Ann Brooks will be attending an ICT day tomorrow, Thursday and Friday. 
Bernard Kearney will be attending a PD day tomorrow and Friday. 
Shandel Flynn and Bernard Kearney will be attending a Primary Leaders Meeting on Tuesday next week. 
The Year 4 and Prep teachers have English Planning for a half day next Monday while the Year 2’s have a half day on Tuesday 
next week. 
Emily Wishusen has been appointed as the Speech Pathologist and will begin at GA after the school holidays. She will be 
looking after the children in MacKillop as well as the rest of the school. 
Sarah Hanley will be resigning from GA after approximately 10 years here, as she is now engaged and will be living in 
Melbourne next year. We wish Sarah all the best and thank Tara Clancy who will continue to work with Year 3 until the end of 
the year. 
Have a great week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Montgomery 
Principal 
 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  
Parent Teacher Online 
If you have not booked a time to see your child’s teacher through the PTO system, there is still another week of interviews left. 
If you have any issues logging in, please contact the front office. 
 
Lost Property 
We are finding it very easy to hand back lost property with most items now having a clearly marked name. Yesterday for 
example we handed back seven sports jackets, four hats, two book satchels and numerous water bottles.  
 
Before School Drop off  
Teachers are not on duty until 8am so any students arriving before this time are requested to wait in the Quadrangle. Those in 
band are to meet the music teachers at the hall and runners in runner’s club are to meet at the Senior Adventure Playground.  
 
Bernard Kearney  
Assistant Principal Administration 
 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
Qualities of Angels 
This week’s Quality of Angels is TRUSTING. At Prayer Assembly on Monday, 1 White shared with 
us what it means to be trusting. They told us that being trusting means having faith in someone or 
something. It is a positive attitude about life. You believe that the right thing will happen without 
trying to control the situation. Even when difficult things do occur, trust helps us to find the gift or 
lesson being given to us. 1 White also told us that the Annunciation is about saying “yes” to God’s 
invitation to a new life, and to have faith despite our uncertainties and fears. Mary did not know what 
she was getting into when she said “yes”, but she trusted God to guide her. That total TRUST in God 
is the real test of our faith.  
 
Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 25 June to join the students 
from 2 Gold and Mrs Brooks for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after the 
assembly concludes.   
 
 



 
Tuesday Parish Mass 
Students in Year 3 attended mass this morning. 6 Maroon, 6 White, 1 Maroon and 1 White students will join other 
members of our parish community to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass next Tuesday 26 June. Parents and friends 
are most welcome to attend. 
	
Condolences 
We pray for the McCarthy family (Natania 3G). Natania’s grandfather passed away on Sunday and our thoughts are 
with the family during this sad time. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  

and may perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace.  

 
Sacramental Program 
Please note the information below inviting registrations for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please contact the 
Southport Parish Office for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Arrival 
Congratulations to Lindsey Shine (Visual Arts Teacher), her husband Tony and children 
Zen and Indigo. Lindsey gave birth to a beautiful baby girl on Tuesday 12 June. Frankie 
Charlotte Shine weighed 7 pounds and measured 50cm – I’m told she has a great set of 
lungs! Wishing the Shine family lots of happiness and love from the GA community. 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION IN 2018  

  

The Registration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will be available online from 
the 15th of June until the 15th of July 2018.  The Sacramental of 
Confirmation is offered ONCE IN A YEAR. 

  
Following the Sacramental Policy of the Archdiocese of Brisbane the Sacrament of 
Confirmation is available to those children who are 8 years of age (Year 3) or older.  
This is the next spiritual journey that your child will engage in after their Baptism.  
They will be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
(Children must be baptised Catholics). 
  
If you require any further information in regards to this matter please contact Maria 
Blancia on 5510 2222. 



GA Big Bush Bash 
The GA Big Bush Bash returns at last. For those of you who remember, four years ago we held a community Bush 
Dance to raise money for drought-stricken farmers…and we all had a blast! Well we’re doing it again! Make sure 
you save the date in your calendars – Friday 17 August 2018. There will be more information provided in the next 
couple of weeks. 
 
GA PJ Day – Thursday 21 June 
We are holding our annual GA PJ Day this Thursday 21 June and once again this year we will be supporting Angels 
Kitchen. This amazing community service provides an evening meal for around 100 homeless or destitute people 
every single Sunday of the year. This initiative was started in 1993 by parishioners who recognised a need in the local 
community and a small group of volunteers from the Southport Parish continues to plan nutritious meals, purchase 
the required food products, cook these meals and serve them from the Southport Community Centre…and all of this 
with very little funding but always with a smile on their faces. Some of the volunteers even pay for the food out of 
their own pockets; one is almost ninety. Once each term members of the GA staff also give up their Sunday afternoon 
to cook and supply 100 meals for Angels Kitchen. This week each GA student will receive a donation envelope to 
return to school on GA PJ Day – please support us in raising much needed funds for Angels Kitchen.  
 
Catholic Education Week – Acts of Kindness @ GA  
This year Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland from 29 July 
to 4 August. The theme for Catholic Education Week in 2018 is Discovering New 
Horizons. This has been aligned with the official Year of Youth theme for 2018 and is 
derived from a speech given by Pope Francis at World Youth Day 2016 where he called 
young people and the Church to ‘open new horizons for spreading joy’: 
 
NOW THIS IS THE REALLY IMPORTANT BIT! Each year at Guardian Angels 
we celebrate Catholic Education Week by holding an annual Acts of Kindness Day. This year Guardian Angels will 
proudly support an initiative that was instigated by some of our students last year, which involved putting together 
‘Angel Bags’ for children on the Gold Coast who enter the foster care system. The contents of these bags provide 
comfort to these children who find themselves in difficult and sometimes frightening circumstances. The goal this 
year is to put together at least 100 Angel Bags and for these to be presented to the Department of Child Safety, Youth 
and Women at assembly on Friday 3 August 2018, which marks the end of Catholic Education Week 2018.  
 
There are plans to approach some large retail outlets for donations to add to these bags; however, we are also asking 
for the support and generosity of the GA community to assist in this process too. To be able to achieve the goal of 
100 Angel Bags, we are asking for the following donations, with toddlers and primary school-aged children being the 
target groups: 
  

• From Prep and Year 1 – small gender neutral teddy bears  
• From Year 2 and Year 3 – children’s books 
• From Year 4 – handballs 
• From Year 5 and Year 6 – coloured pencils and/or small notepads 

  
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ANY ITEMS DONATED ARE NEW. The Angel Bags will be packed on Thursday 2 
August 2018; however, we are already accepting donations. These can be placed in the basket in your child/ren’s 
classroom/s or delivered directly to the school office. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of your response to this worthy cause that will definitely answer the call of Pope Francis to 
‘open new horizons for spreading joy’ to those in our community who are most vulnerable. Through this simple 
action of giving, we seek to share the spirit of our community and foster a sense of hope for all children. 
 
GAs Biggest Morning Tea 
Last Friday 15 June we hosted GAs Biggest Morning Tea. This event attracted around 100 parents and friends who 
had lots of fun and enjoyed some delicious food and great company. This event raised around $800 and there have 
also been online donations of $50. We were hoping to reach our goal of $1000 so if you were unable to attend the 
Biggest Morning Tea but would like to donate to assist Cancer Council Queensland, the link below will continue to 
be active until the end of this week.  
 
http://qld.cancercouncilfundraising.org.au/GuardianAngelsPrimarySchoolAshmore 



Thank you to all those who joined in and had some fun but a GREAT BIG THANK YOU goes out to the Patron 
Parents who assisted before and on the day and also donated items for raffles as well as providing goodies for the 
delicious morning tea. Thanks for your support GA. 
Patron Parents 
Please note the following events that some of the Patron Parents have organised: 
 

• Year 3 – Date Claimers 
Term 3 – Videre High Tea at Royal Pines Saturday 18th August at 1pm. 
Term 4 – Early Christmas Celebration at Paradise Point Park, Saturday 27th October at 2pm. 

 
Please try to support these activities as they are a great way to meet new people and build a greater sense of 
community at GA. 
Have a great week everyone. 
 
Shandel Flynn 
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
CURRICULUM CORNER   

 
Science Week at GA 
This week we had the amazing team from Street Science come and visit our students. Make sure you ask 
your children about the awesome experiments they took part in.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angels Challenges 
Just a reminder that you only have one week to get your Angels Challenges in for the term!  
 
JUNIOR CHALLENGES – PREP TO YEAR 2  
This year students will receive a Junior Angels Challenges badge at the beginning of Term 4 if they:  
Keep a record book as a history of their challenges that is given to the students at the beginning of the school year.  
Complete 15 challenges throughout the year.   
Complete 5 challenges per term – one in each category. Submit those 5 challenges to the teacher at the end of Terms 1, 2 & 3.  
 
ANGELS CHALLENGES – YEAR 3 TO YEAR 6  
This year student will receive an Angels Challenge badge at the beginning of Term 4 if they:  
Keep their own records digitally on a computer.  



Use the template they receive in class fill it in accordingly.  
Keep their record on My Site which can be accessed at school and home.  
Complete 15 challenges throughout Term 1, 2 & 3.  
For more information, go to http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/Students/Pages/Angels-Challenges.aspx   
 
Handwriting Competition 
The GA handwriting competition winners will be announced at assembly in week 10. You are welcome to come along. 
 
VCOP Writer of the Week 
Our VCOP writer of the week is Jessica from 6W. Jessica has been trying to increase the use of her vocabulary in her writing. 
Well done Jessica!  
 

 
GA Learning Power Week 10  
This week our Learning Power is Raffie Resilient. Raffie encourages students to keep trying even when things get tough. If you 
are looking for some books on resilience, take a look at these: 
 
 
Viorst,	J.,	Alexander	and	the	Terrible,	Horrible,	No	Good,	Very	Bad	Day	1972	 
Lalli, J., I Like Being Me 2016 
 
Asch, F., Moondance 1993 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
If you want to find out more about our Learning Powers, please go to our school link: 
http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/LearningandTeaching/Pages/Learning-Powers.aspx 
     
Use this link to view the video for Raffie Resilient:  https://youtu.be/lLkXq3zh5vU  
GA Learning Powers Awards Week 11:   
At the final assembly this term, 5 students in each year level receive the honour of a GA Learning Power Award.  This award 
acknowledges that these particular students use their ‘power’ time and time again when learning becomes difficult..  If your 
child is one of the recipients, you will be notified by the class teacher.  If you are unable to attend assembly, please know that 
we always take lovely photos that get uploaded very quickly.  
 
 
Have a wonderful week, 
 

Bianca Sticklen 
 
Acting Primary Learning Leader 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS     
 
If you have any photos of our musicians or singers performing that are of high quality, please email them to Mrs. Kemp.	
 Senior Band will rehearse as normal this week on Wednesday but for Friday assembly this week we look forward to hearing 
our Jazz Band perform. 	
Our Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 Band and Jazz Band have all been entered into the Gold Coast Eisteddfod. Please keep practicing 
diligently to be prepared for those performances. More information will be available in Term 3.	
 	
Choir 	
Our Senior Choir is really sounding great. They have been singing songs in foreign languages and learning tough repertoire. 
After their performance early next term we welcome new singers and especially boys to join to perform two excellent pieces. If 
you love to sing, to perform and be on stage, this is your chance to be involved!	
Please see Mrs. Kemp or the choir leaders, Chloe and Cameron, to register your interest to join the Senior Choir next term.	
 
 
Kind regards, 
Catharina Kemp   
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
SPORTS NEWS     
 
Winter	sport	
Winter	sports	has	wrapped	up	for	another	year.	Thank	you	to	all	the	teachers	and	students	for	making	it	another	
successful	season.	Many	teams	made	the	grand	finals!	With	our	Year	4	Rugby	league	,	Year	5	Rugby	league	,	Year	6	A	and	
B	Netball	teams,	Year	4	B	Netball	team,	Year	5/6		B	basketball		team	and	our	year	6	B	Soccer	team	taking	out	
premierships.	A	lot	of	training	and	hard	work	has	gone	into	the	season	and	great	sportsmanship	was	shown	by	all	
teams.	
	
Athletics 
Trials	for	the	athletics	carnival	will	begin	this	week	in	PE	classes	and	during	Friday	sports	rotations.	Students	8	to	12	
years	can	compete	at	the	GA	Athletics	Carnival.	It	will	be	on	week	1	term	3	Friday	July	20	on	the	bottom	Aquinas	Oval	
from	9am	till	2.30	pm.	Runners	club	will	continue	on	Tuesday	and	Friday	mornings	at	7:30am	for	those	looking	to	get	in	
some	extra	training.	We	will	now	focus	on	sprints	and	field	events.	
		
	



Sports	Stars		
Congratulations	to	Josh	Cox	for	representing	South	Coast		at	the	state	championships	in	Hockey	with	the	team	placing	
second.	Well	done	to	Liam	Casey	for	representing	South	Coast	in	Basketball	at	the	State	Championships.		Great	work	
by			Harrison	Alexander	to	represent	QLD	Country	in	Oztag		and	Jade	Kingi	for	making	the	Qld	Barbarians	in	Oztag.	A		
great	effort	by	all	the	students	involved.	
	
	
Marty	McGregor	
PE / Sport Guardian Angels Primary School, Ashmore	
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP NEWS   
 
Plastic Bag Usage 
	
Please	be	aware	that	as	of	the	1st	of	July	the	uniform	shop	will	not	be	able	to	put	your	purchases	into	a	plastic	bag.	With	
the	ban	on	plastic	bags	coming	into	effect,	you	will	need	to	bring	your	own	re-useable	shopping	bags	with	you	when	you	
come	into	the	shop	to	buy	goods.	
Rachael	Hendry	
rhendry@bne.catholic.edu.au	
Uniform	Shop	Manager	and	IT	Support	
Guardian	Angels	Primary	School	Ashmore	
 
 
 
 
P & F NEWS   
 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter and we hope that everyone is well.  
School Banking  
Don’t forget banking day is every Wednesday.  
GA Café  
Don’t forget to come and support your school coffee shop. We are open every morning and serving lovely coffee and hot 
chocolate beverages.  
P&F Meeting 
Don’t forget our next P&F meeting is on Monday 25 June at 9am in the staff room. Everyone is invited to attend, and we look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Have a great week 
Your Friendly GA P&F Committee 
 
 
 
STUDENT OF THE WEEK   
Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to children 
from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the Principal or Parish Priest 
at a full school assembly. 
 
6B Cameron R, 6G Mathew M 
5B Jai W, 5G Georgia, 5M Julia L  , 5W Lily G 
4B Cooper B, 4G Ethan I, 4M Bridie J,4W Suhani D 
3B Bailey W, 3G Max C, 3M Liam P, 3W Nikki H 
2B Dillon M, 2G Carter L, 2M Lily W, 2W Mackenzie B/Indie-Rose C 
1B Emma M, 1G Vienna C, 1M Aiden P ,1W Pepper A 
PrepB Havanna R, PrepG Joshua H, PrepM Gracie Rose, PrepW Claudia W 
 
 



TUCKSHOP ROSTER   
 
Group 1 – Week starting Monday 20thJune 
Monday        Carol Oshyer, Gretchen Isedale 
Tuesday       Lisa Hu, Polly Chong 
Wednesday Carol Oshyer, Liz Ponak, Gina 
Thursday     Louise Hutchins, Elisha Santos 
Friday           Elisha Santos,  
 
Baking   Elisha Santos  
 
The Tuckshop is always looking for new volunteers. If you can help in any way please call/email/text Rachel.  
rnowlan@bne.caholic.edu.au 0410565393  
 
 
WHAT’S ON   
 
June 
21 June  GA PJ Day 
26 June  Brett Lee – Cyber Safety Workshops – Students & Parents 
29 June  Last Day Of Term 
 
July 
Mon 16  School Resumes 
23 July  School Photo Day 1 
24 July  School Photo Day 2 
25/27 July Yr 4 Camp – Tyalgum Ridge 
30 July  Catholic Education Week   
                          Mick Beard Public Speaking Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Listening to our community is an important part of our school improvement journey. In Term 3, we will be inviting parents 
and carers, our students and staff to complete short surveys about their experiences of our school. 

Why we would like students to complete the survey? 
The student survey will ask students about a range of topics including learning, wellbeing, faith and religion, and school 
leadership. The survey will provide the school with valuable feedback on what our students think about school life. 
Hearing about your child/ren’s experiences of our school will help us identify what we’re doing well and where we could 
improve. It will inform our information journey and help shape our future. 

How will we conduct the student surveys? 
We will be surveying each of our students from Year 4- 6. Students will complete the survey online during class at a 
convenient time during the first few weeks of Term 3. The survey is expected to take between 15-30 minutes depending 
on the age of the child. Support will be available for those students who may need help to complete the survey.  

Privacy and confidentiality 
The surveys are being administered by an experienced and independent survey provider, National School Surveys. Data 
will be stored in secure overseas servers. The survey is anonymous and personal information is not collected. Staff in 
schools will not be able to identify individual students from their responses. Where fewer than five students respond to a 
question, the results will be suppressed.  

Does my child/ren have to participate? 
Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your child do not wish. This will 
not affect you or your child’s relationship with the teachers or the school. Also, if a student begins the survey and decides 
not to continue for any reason, they may stop at any time without explanation. 

If you do not wish your child/ren to complete the survey, please complete the non-consent form below and return 
to your child’s teacher by Friday, 22 June 2018. 
More information 
More information about the student survey is available on the school’s parent portal. Information about the parent survey 
is also available on the portal. Alternatively, please feel free to speak to our school survey contact: Stephen Montgomery 
on ph 551000 55. 

School student survey – non-consent form 
 
If you do not want your child/ren to take part in the survey, please complete this form and return to school by Friday, 
22 June 2018.  
 
I DO NOT give consent for my child/ren to participate in the Guardian Angels student survey. 
 
Name of child/ren                                       Year/Class 
 
_______________________________      __________         
 
_______________________________      __________ 
                                                            
_______________________________      __________      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School survey information – parents and carers 

Parent/carer signature: ………………………………….. 
Parent/carer name: ………………………………………. 
Date: ………………………………………………………… 



 

Online Safety & 
Cyberbullying

ISE is tailor made 
to your individual 

requirements
including:

Length of Sessions
Audience Size

Content & Topics
Year Levels

 

Delivered by a professional speaker on the topic of digital compliance 

and internet safety. You will be presented with engaging and powerful 

information in a way that will bring to life possible online dangers and 

responsibilities which are a part of your child’s digital world. Strategies 

of protection and prevention will empower you to reduce online risks 

within your home.  You will be amazed how simple this can be.

THIS IS AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED 
AND WILL CHANGE YOUR THINKING 

Delivered by a former 

Undercover Internet Detective

Simple measures to create a 

fun, educational and positive 

online experience

Witness the real life dangers 

and responsibilities

Discover how essential and 

important your role is

Social Networking

The Law Online

Identity Protection 

Cyberbullying

P 1300 650 491 E info@internetsafeeducation.com internetsafeeducation.comW

WHERE:

WHEN:

TIME:


